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Room One:  A Mystery or Two by Andrew Clements.  Simon & Schuster, 2006

Ted, a mystery-loving sixth grader in a one-room school, uncovers a real-life mystery in his small Nebraska town.  Realistic fiction.

Classroom Connections:
Scholastic.com has a list of review questions, a reading comprehension worksheet, and suggested activities.  Its suggestions focus on the homeless, food drives, helping soldiers, and having a good work ethic:

http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/books/fb_detail.asp?bid=281&pid=el&src=el_friends
Room One is also a North Carolina Junior Book Award Nominee for 2008.  They have put together a packet of information about their books.  Page 48 has a list of activities teachers might be interested in, divided by classroom subjects.  They include looking up prices of groceries (for math), visiting a newspaper production room (for social studies), and playing Clue to learn more about solving mysteries:

http://www.bookhive.org/nccba/NCCBABooklet2008.pdf
EdSitement, a web site sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities, has lesson plans relating to studying one-room schoolhouses.  It concentrates on history rather than current issues with small rural schools, and encourages children to compare and contrast how their schooling experience is different from the schooling experiences of children 100 years ago: 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=319
Web Sites:
4-H Virtual Farm

http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/virtualfarm/main.html
A place for children to learn about farms of many kinds.  It includes interviews with farmers and videos of operations.

One-Room Schoolhouse Center

http://www2.johnstown.k12.oh.us/cornell/states.html
Contains more information about one-room schools, including still-operating ones and ones that have been turned into museums.

MysteryNet’s Kids Mysteries

http://kids.mysterynet.com/
A selection of mystery games for children to play.  Also has mysteries written by kids.

